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Christmas-Epiphany  

Open House at the Parsonage 
8 N. Lincoln Street, Natick Center 

Sunday, January 4  

5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Please join us as we continue the 
celebration of Christ’s incarnation! 

 

All are welcome. Please bring only yourselves. 
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CLC @ the MOVIES 
 

SAY AMEN, SOMEBODY 
 

Sunday, January 11, 6 PM 
Memorial Room 

 
“The music is as exciting and uplifting as any music I’ve ever 

heard on film. This is a great experience.” --Roger Ebert  
 

A reprise of one of our most popular films. Released in 1982 
and again in 2007 this legendary film explores the lives and 

music of the pioneers of modern Gospel music: Dr. Thomas A. 
Dorsey (“Precious Lord, take my hand”), Willie Mae Ford 

Smith, and many others.  
 

 “Deeply moving” --The New York Times 
 

120 minutes.  
 

Potluck theme: Why soul food of course! But don’t worry 
about bringing food. There’s always plenty. Come and enjoy 

the film and the company.  
 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS ONE!  
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MUSIC NOTES 
Tom Berryman, Music Director 

I’ve been listening:  the congregation is doing some fine singing on the Schubert liturgical set-
tings. We will continue with Schubert during the Epiphany season. Congratulations, also, on 
your a cappella hymn singing! It’s really uplifting to have the organ drop out for a verse or two 
and enjoy the robust, unaccompanied sound.  
 
Land and Seasons: the Appalachian liturgy will be returning for February 15, Transfiguration 
Sunday, the last Sunday of Epiphany. A great Sunday to invite neighbors and friends. 
 
Sunday, January 18  we’ll include hymns and choral music in a Gospel style. A good contrast 
with Schubert! 
 
coming soon:  
St. Olaf College Choir  will be in Worcester’s Mechanic’s Hall on Wednesday, February 4 in 
the evening. Should be an outstanding performance by one of the top college choirs in the 
world. 
The Cameraman , a fabulous 1928 silent Buster Keaton film arrives for a February 21 movie 
night. Pianist extraordinaire, Rob Humphreville will make a return appearance. 
 
Great December music making : we are so lucky to have so many skilled musicians at Christ 
Lutheran, young and old: 
Solos:  
 Our “Light one candle” players:  
  Peter Miller, Anders Carlson, Andrew Avalos, Preston and Spencer Burt 
 Instrumentalists on Christmas Eve and the Christmas season  
  Anders Carlson, trombone  
  Peter Miller, piano 
  Kathy Sheperd, violin 
  Scott Carlson and Jim Nails, guitar 
  Hannele Saramo-Raja, recorder 
  Joan Ellersick, viola  
 Gina Beck, singing Mariä Wiegenlied 
 John Whitlock singing the Bach “Qui Fecit” 
 Catherine Peta, singing Jason Robert Brown’s “Christmas Lullaby” 
 Karin Gustafson, playing the organ for our December 21 “Gabriel’s Message” 
 The World Band: with particular thanks to Gail Weston-Roberts for leadership  
 Junior Choir and Bell Players: with particular thanks to Kim Petot for leadership and  
 Nick Pearson for his assistance 
 Handbell Choir for December 28 
 CLC Choir: my own thanks to this group of dedicated singers for commitment to fine 
singing during Advent, Christmas and throughout the year. 
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Bible Studies 
 

Come, join us on Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to experience Bible discussions  
with Pastor Richard Hurst.  

These sessions will last one hour. Coffee, tea, and cookies are provided. 
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PRAYER VENTURES  
January 2015 

1: On this day when we celebrate the holy name of Jesus, we pray that the mind of Christ, whose name we bear, 
would be our own. It is a good way to begin again another year. 
 

2: We give thanks for teachers and prophets with voices that give strength to this church. 
 

3: We give thanks for the ELCA International Leaders – Women program, and its commitment to the role and 
contribution of women in church and society. 
 

4: As a church of moral discernment, we lift up the ELCA social statement “The Church and Criminal Justice: 
Hearing the Cries.” We are called to support civil rights organizations that fight to end racism and ensure justice 
for all. 
 

5: We remember those whose lives changed because of HIV and AIDS. We give thanks for our church’s commit-
ment to addressing the root causes that contribute to the spread of HIV. 
 

6: We pray for West African nations struggling with Ebola. Through ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster re-
sponse and the ELCA Malaria Campaign, we walk together with Lutheran companions as they respond to hunger, 
disaster and disease with compassion and action. 
 

7: We pray for the people of Iraq, who are displaced from their homes following the violent persecution of Chris-
tians and other ethnic and religious minorities by Islamic State extremists. 
 

8: We pray for all who live in poverty in our nation and world. Help us as a society to not think of the poor as a 
problem to be solved, but as people to be loved. 
 

9: Help us reach out to people who have thoughts towards suicide. As a community of faith, guide us as we bring 
awareness to this very real epidemic, so that those who suffer may find hope and meaning. 
 

10: We celebrate and give thanks for our church’s five-year, comprehensive campaign “Always Being Made New: 
The Campaign for the ELCA,” which seeks to raise funds to sustain and grow the ministries of the ELCA. 
 

11: We give thanks for all those who lead in worship, for worship lies at the heart of how we understand ourselves 
together as mission people. We are a church that through worship, are fed and sent out in the name of Christ for 
the sake of the world.  
 

12: We lift up the ELCA’s observation of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. ELCA members and 
congregations are encouraged to participate in the observation with the theme, “Freed and Renewed in Christ: 500 
Years of God’s Grace in Action.”  
 

13: Gracious God, cycles of violence seem never-����������	��
���
����
��
���������

����������
�
� ��
����	�
���
to love.  
 

14: We give thanks for ELCA Vision for Mission and its call to do God’s work with our hands. Gifts to Vision for 
Mission help open doors to new ministries, revitalize existing congregations, share the gospel with others and 
grow the church for the sake of the world. 
 

15: As people of faith and leaders of this church, we support public policy that protects children, reunites families 
and cares for the most vulnerable regardless of their place of birth. 

11 



13  

16: We give thanks for the ELCA Fund for Leaders, a scholarship program that attracts men and women of 
promise to study at one of eight ELCA seminaries with full-tuition or mission developer scholarships.  
 

17: We give thanks for John I. Williams Jr., who will become the 12th president of Muhlenberg College in 
Allentown, Pa., effective July 1, 2015. Muhlenberg is a college of the ELCA. 
 

18: Today begins the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, when we are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his dis-
ciples, that “they may be one so that the world may believe” (John 17:21). 
 

19: We give thanks for all who work for justice among people and nations, especially Martin Luther King Jr., 
renewer of society, who we commemorate today. 
 

20: We remember all the lives lost to gun violence. Bless us with the wisdom and strength to put down our 
guns and be peacemakers.  
 

21: In a living example of caring for our neighbor, we give thanks to those who, through the ELCA and Lu-
theran Disaster Response, are responding to the arrival of unaccompanied and migrant children to the United 
States with grace and compassion. 
 

22: We give thanks for ELCA colleges and universities, where students are educated for a sense of calling or 
vocation, opening the path toward a meaningful life of contribution to the common good.  
 

23: We give thanks for people who work or who have worked to protect our nation and world. We pray for 
our veterans, chaplains and volunteers who bring them spiritual comfort. 
 

24: Welcoming God, with gracious and open hearts and minds, we give thanks to ELCA members and con-
gregations invited and encouraged to engage in an important study and conversation centered around the invi-
tation to Holy Communion.  
 

25: On this last day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray for the day when all Christians know 
that unity among us is above all a gift of God.  
 

26: Raise up, in every country, all who herald the gospel and who make the good news known, especially 
Timothy, Titus and Silas, missionaries whom we commemorate today. 
 

27: On this day we remember Lydia, Dorcas and Phoebe -- three women who were companions in Paul's min-
istry. Women are important Christian leaders, and we give thanks for all the faithful leaders of this church. 
 

28: We give thanks for Thomas Aquinas, teacher, whom we commemorate on this day, and all teachers who 
lead us to a fuller knowledge of the truth. 
 

29: Guide those who lead and participate in the Book of Faith Initiative, which strives to increase biblical lit-
eracy and fluency for the sake of the world. 
 

30: Our faith liberates us to embrace each person in their wholeness. We give thanks for the ELCA’s Ethnic 
Specific and Multicultural Ministries team, and its mission of assisting our church in becoming more cultural-
ly diverse and anti-racist. 
 

31: We give thanks for the ELCA Malaria Campaign and our members and companions overseas who help 
reduce the number of deaths from this preventable, treatable disease. ����
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The February Reporter deadline is JANUARY 23, 2015. 
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