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Christ Lutheran Church 
 

REPORTER 

~~ Photos courtesy of Ruth Colson 

The Rev. Joseph Bourret greets Anne  
Weaver following the worship on June 16.  
 
Later, people enjoy a lovely reception in 
celebration of Pr. Rebecca Bourret’s 30th 
anniversary of ordination. 
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Pastor’s Page 

 

Grateful. Humbled. Overwhelmed. No single word can adequately capture my response to your 

outpouring of affection on the occasion of the thirtieth anniversary of my ordination. Thank you! 

The morning began with a joyful liturgy, made more so for me by my father’s preaching on the 

baptismal life—the walk of faith—that we share. It has been my privilege to walk alongside parish-

ioners in Forestville and Glastonbury, Connecticut, in the New England Synod, and these last years 

here in Natick, as fellow sojourner and pastor. Thank you for walking with me, and for the trust 

you continue to place in me as we tread as-yet-untrodden paths. 

Thanks to Laraine Marthinsen and all who worked to prepare and serve the meal; to Bruce 

Schnepper and all who helped set up and clean up the room; to Joyce Simon for inviting some of 

my friends and family and selecting such lovely, fitting, and appreciated gifts; to Kim and Ross Pe-

tot for the special music; to Russell Pollard for his lovely and gracious tribute. You (all) make me 

want to be a better pastor! 

A colleague recently paraphrased Lutheran liturgical scholar and seminary professor Gordon Lath-

rop, with words to the effect that, were it more practical, all of the baptized would don an alb, the 

white garment that signifies the righteousness of Christ in which we are clothed in baptism, but 

that clergy and others leading worship do so on behalf of the whole assembly. We have all put on 

Christ, and strive to live more fully into the new life we have in him. 

Thank you for your kindness and patience with me as I grow into my baptismal garment, for walk-

ing with me and with one another on this journey we have begun. I am grateful to have walked 

with you these last eleven years, and look forward to the en-

tries we’ll make in our familial journal in the days to come. 

Peace. 

Pr. Rebecca Bourret 
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Tribute for Pr. Rebecca’s 30th Anniversary of Ordination  

I was asked to deliver a tribute to Pr. Rebecca for this wonderful celebration, but since I was a personnel 
manager for most of my career at Harvard, I thought it would be better for me to write one of my, and I’m 
sure one of Pr. Rebecca’s favorite things – the performance evaluation! I offer a few categories.  

First, sermons. The question on the congregation’s mind as she begins her sermons is: Which member of her 
family will she embarrass this time? Of course, to be fair, it’s often herself, and occasionally, it’s her dogs!  

Thriftiness. This just in: Thrivent, the giant Lutheran investment firm, has filed for Chapter 11 due to the 
enormous amount of grant money awarded to one church, Christ Lutheran in Natick, Mass. A spokesperson 
reported this as a classic case of unintended consequences.  

Vacations. For a while there it seemed that every time she went on vacation some beloved member of the 
congregation died so the Council had to consider disallowing all future vacations, but unfortunately for sur-
viving members, the new policy was blocked by the Synod.  

Food and thriftiness. Rumor has it that she always checks the bruised produce cart at Market Basket for bar-
gains, giving new meaning to the miracle of feeding the 5000.  

Now I want to turn to the important categories for performance evaluation – the ones from Jesus.  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”  

Pr. Rebecca’s love of God comes through in many ways. It shows in her prayers, in her sermons, in her teach-
ing, in her work for social justice, in her music, in her faithfulness to her calling, and in her hard work on be-
half of God’s mission for our church. She thanks God for all that she has and is, and such deep gratitude in-
spires gratitude in us. She shows her love of God in the specific ways she both appreciates and cares for 
God’s creation. She challenges us to use resources wisely, to reduce our carbon footprint, to eat less meat, 
to consume wisely and share resources; and also to rest and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. And always 
to give thanks to God for all we have: our families, our friends, our neighbors, our church, our earth. “ 

Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

Just ask Douglas Popkin about that one. When she heard about his need for a kidney on the Facebook post 
of one of her friends, she said to herself “I can do that” and so she did. If you have not done so, check out 
the very moving video where Doug expresses his appreciation.  

She recently spent a week at our southern border in Texas to learn firsthand about the plight of migrant fam-
ilies and returns with ways we can support the brothers and sisters, the children, who are also seeking the 
better life in America that our ancestors did, and also support the churches and agencies who are helping 
them. With her leadership our Church Council recently voted to become a member of the AMMPARO net-
work (AMMPARO stands for “Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and 
Opportunities”).  

Just a few years ago she led us through the process to become a “Reconciling in Christ” congregation, one 
that welcomes members of the LGBTQA+ community. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Pr. Rebecca stands 
against hate and for love. She stands for the love of our sisters and brothers of all races; for the love of our  
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Bible Studies 
 

Come, join us on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to experience Bible discussions  

with Pastor Richard Hurst. These sessions will last one hour. Coffee, tea, and cookies are provided. 

 
 

 

 

Do you have a friend or family member who would enjoy receiving  

an inspirational card from our church?  
 

Please give Janice Laakko the information, and she will ensure that a card or cards  
are sent to your friend or loved one. 

sisters and brothers in other faiths; for the love and care of any of our sisters and brothers who are 
abused, oppressed, poor, or as Jesus said, “sick, hungry, or in prison.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”  

Any of us who have been fortunate enough to attend a meal at the parsonage, or a potluck after CLC 
at the Movies, or a special dinner here at CLC, or any place where Pr. Rebecca has provided food, 
knows that we sheep eat extraordinarily well and abundantly.  

But by no means do we live by bread alone. Pr. Rebecca also nourishes us spiritually. We are fed 
through her artistic skill and her creativity. She sees that we are surrounded by art and music in our 
worship. Working with our Committee on Worship, Music and the Visual Arts she partnered with 
Medicine Wheel Productions in South Boston, a program building inclusive communities through art. 
As a result we are both literally and spiritually surrounded by our saints on All Saints Sunday.  

Her sermons enlighten scripture, call us to God’s mission, and feed us with her proclamation of the 
unimaginable abundance of God’s grace and love. We weep at their poignancy, laugh at their humor, 
and nod appreciatively at those real life experiences she knows as a mother, pastor, and human be-
ing. She never preaches down to us. When she talks about sinners, she includes herself. And when 
she proclaims God’s love and mercy, she embodies it. God’s grace is proclaimed so gracefully so we 
know it in our minds and in our hearts. At the Eucharist, she sings the liturgy like an angel, giving us a 
foretaste of the feast to come.  

Pr. Rebecca leads her sheep by example and with encouragement and kindness. She listens and em-
pathizes. We are truly fed well and abundantly.  

I said this would be a performance evaluation. At Harvard we used a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 meaning 
“needs improvement” and 5 meaning “meets expectations.” We didn’t want to give anything higher 
than that lest the employee be encouraged to ask for more money. But for this one for Pr. Rebecca I 
felt I had to come up with a different scale. I am giving her the numerical grade of “googol.” That’s 
spelled with an “ol” at the end, not an “le” like the search engine we know and love. The math whiz-
zes here know that a googol is a 10 to the 100th power or a 1 followed by 100 zeroes. For this review 
it means “Thank you God for Pr. Rebecca. We are so blessed.”  

Remarks  by Russell Pollard 
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MUSIC NOTES 
Tom Berryman, Music Director 
 
 
Bach Sunday 
The Lutheran Church commemorates the contributions of three great composers, Heinrich Schütz, 
George Frederick Handel and Johann Sebastian Bach each year at the end of July.  This year the CLC 
Choir and friends will be singing choruses from Bach BWV 6, “Es Ist Das Heil,”  “Salvation unto us has 
come” ELW 590 during the service on Sunday, July 28. The hymns selected for the service include Bach 
chorales and his very famous “Jesu, joy of man’s desiring” sung as the post communion hymn to the text 
“Come with us, O blessed Jesus” ELW 501.  Alto, Kim Petot will also be singing “Hochgelobter, Gottes 
Sohn.”  Flutist, Anne Weaver and a string quartet formed by Kathy Sheperd will join the Choir. 
 
More Thanks to Players and Singers 
It is a particular joy to have our own CLC players and singers leading the Of the Land and Seasons litur-
gies during the year.  Their skill and pleasure in performing really lifts our morning worship.  Kudos and 
bravos for their playing on Sunday, June 9 to 
Anders Carlson, guitar 
Anna Carlson, recorder 
Scott Carlson, guitar 
Frank Miller, accordion 
Jim Nail, guitar 
Kathy Sheperd, violin 
Anne Weaver, flute 
Sarah Whitlock, violin 
 
We are especially grateful for Ross Petot and his jazz trio colleagues, Peter Tillotson and John Clark for 
their superb playing for our Jazz Liturgy on Sunday, June 16.  Ross brings a thorough understanding of 
our worship service and outstanding musicianship to his arrangements of hymns and liturgy.  Many 
thanks for their joyful playing. 
 
CLC Musician Brunch 
The Petots are hosting a brunch at their home on Sunday, July 28 for our CLC players and singers.  
Choir members, bell ringers, instrumentalists and their friends and family are invited.  We’ll provide 
more details in July about this pot-luck event. 
 
Land and Seasons at MCI Framingham 
Members of our CLC Choir and players will be sharing our Land and Seasons songs with the inmates at 
MCI Framingham on Thursday, September 12 in the evening.  All participants need to complete registra-
tion forms by July 15 in order to participate.  Please speak with me if you are interested and need a form! 
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Hello, Youth and Families and all! 
 
I have not been kidnapped by aliens, as some have suspected due to my disappearance for the past 
month. I had been kidnapped, rather, by the play production of “Things My Mother Taught Me" at 
TCAN! Building the set, being a costumer and producer—WAY too much. But that’s done now, so we’re 
back to plotting events for this summer and fall! 
 

First off: you’ll be hearing about an end-of-school-year barbecue—we need to feed your family en 
masse. And talk about camping at Hammonasset in September.  Here’s a link to the NE Synod’s Hammo 
webpage; there’s more info on it now. 
 
http://www.hammoconnect.com/?
utm_content=a5152490736a74dda464e97a789fb6c4&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&u
tm_campaign=Hammonasset%21 
 
The deadline for youth group registration is mid-August, so I could use your feedback about whether or 

not you can come and camp that weekend, Sept. 6 - 8. Lots to 
plan! 

 
And what about a youth retreat to MarthaΩs Vineyard?? Also 
planning and feedback needed. :) 

 
And definitely plan ASAP how to get over to Hoops & Homework 
this summer and what we want to do with the kids—teach Calu-
met camp songs? Play basketball? Paint? Read stories? You tell 
me. 

 
Thank you, everyone! Yr. Yo. & Fam. Coord. Gail. 

 

Youth and Family news  

The School of Lay Ministry and La Escuela de Ministerio Laico el 

Sinodo de Nueva Inglaterra welcome applicants for the session begin-

ning in September.   The School consists of a two-year program with one year 

devoted to bible study and the other to theology and church history. This ro-

tating curriculum allows new participants to join each fall. Each year begins 

and ends with a retreat at Calumet in September and May. All registrations 

are due by Aug. 15.  Details and registration information are available here. 

http://www.hammoconnect.com/?utm_content=a5152490736a74dda464e97a789fb6c4&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Hammonasset%21
http://www.hammoconnect.com/?utm_content=a5152490736a74dda464e97a789fb6c4&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Hammonasset%21
http://www.hammoconnect.com/?utm_content=a5152490736a74dda464e97a789fb6c4&utm_source=Robly.com&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Hammonasset%21
http://email.robly.com/wf/click?upn=d-2BK1okEYSQT5XVWHAuK2BtRQFAfq7U6A1H22H278pWFevk4wSZh8hWnxCiLAAH6a-2FHoKmWQWccrdcbHtLhWQEn15cxctJx2NI6RQbbeTM9zCUw3T2fZC81pOr9YYpZYAJ-2FArgFyfXiWOyvk0MsuQ22UX3WONeNc5BFasbgCd9RdnykVUktebfs4NBA8Q8ewyNqJeLxNMBlQqpb537uD-2BPg-
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Pastor Bourret will be on  

vacation from August 5th-18th. 

 

 On Sunday, Au-

gust 11, The Rev. 

Andrew Heisen will 

preach and pre-

side. Pr. Heisen is 

the Lutheran 

Chaplain at MIT. 

His interests include ecumenical and interfaith 

cooperation, creativity in fostering communi-

ties of faith, teaching, music, and social jus-

tice.  

 

On August 18th, The Rev. Amanda Gerken-

Nelson will preach and preside. Now the Exec-

utive Director of Extraordinary Lutheran Minis-

tries, a ministry that affirms and supports 

LGBTQIA+ Lu-

theran rostered 

leaders and those  

preparing for ros-

tered leadership, 

Pastor Gerken-

Nelson has been 

a friend of Pastor Bourret’s since she served 

as youth member of the New England Synod 

Council.  

 

 

Book Group Meets Monday,  

August 12  

7:30 pm 

 

Find a hammock, a 

beach chair, or a cor-

ner chair in an air-

conditioned café, 

along with a copy of 

this summer’s book selection, The Nightingale. 

Then grab a friend and join the conversation on 

Monday, August 12 in the youth room at CLC.  

 

From Goodreads: “France, 1939 

In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mau-

riac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as 

he heads for the Front. She doesn’t believe that 

the Nazis will invade France...but invade they 

do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans 

of trucks and tanks, in planes that fill the skies 

and drop bombs upon the innocent. When 

France is overrun, Vianne is forced to take an 

enemy into her house, and suddenly her every 

move is watched; her life and her child’s life is 

at constant risk. Without food or money or 

hope, as danger escalates around her, she 

must make one terrible choice after another….” 
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Coming Monday, August 19, 

7:00-9:00: 

 

Financial Planning 101  

Workshop 
 

 
 
 
    

 

 

 

      

 

 

     

     We keep hearing how much tougher it is for 

young adults to launch their lives in a 

changing economy. The CLC Stewardship 

Team is interested in helping all of us man-

aging our resources wisely, including young 

adults just moving from lawn-mowing and 

babysitting money to college and first full-

time jobs—as well as many a decade or two 

or three beyond that who still wonder why 

the paycheck runs out before the month 

does. The team has planned a workshop for 

Monday, August 19, from 7:00-9:00 pm.  It's 

open to all, and  aimed especially folks who 

could use some fundamental information on 

personal finances. 

 

 

 

The presenter will be Deborah Bloomberg, 

former educator at The Edward M. Kenne-

dy Institute and former Economic Educa-

tion Specialist at the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Boston and former Money Man-

agement Coordinator at Minuteman Senior 

Services. She uses an interactive ap-

proach—you’ll have some fun—and topics 

will include:  

¶ setting realistic goals for the short, me-

dium, and long term 

¶ living within a budget, but still having a 

life 

¶ keeping track of money and taming 

debit card use 

¶ banking: what services you need right 

now for free or nearly free saving strat-

egies, especially "Save it before you 

even see it." establishing, building, and 

maintaining good credit. 

Better yet, it will be free, and we'll serve 

pizza at the beginning and offer a small gift 

at the end.  

Please invite those in your orbit for whom 

this may be helpful, and RSVP to any 

member of the team: Jeff Kinney, Celeste 

Larson, George Hall, Russell Pollard, and 

Pr. Bourret. 
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3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÔÅȦ  
&ÒÉȟ ΦίȾΨΦȾΨΦΧίȟ έȡΩΦÐÍ 
-ÁÙ 7Å &ÏÒÅÖÅÒ 3ÔÁÎÄȡ 

-ÁÓÓÁÃÈÕÓÅÔÔÓ #ÏÍÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÅÓ 
ΪΦΦ 9ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ "ÌÁÃË 2ÅÓÉÌÉÅÎÃÙ 

 

Greater Framingham 
Community Church 
44 Franklin Street 
Framingham, MA  
 
Google Maps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The year 2019 marks 400 years since the 

first enslaved Africans set foot in Jame-

stown, Va.  On Sept. 20, 2019, people of 

faith will gather to honor ancestors, com-

memorate 400 years of black resiliency and 

pray for an end to systemic and racial injus-

tice. All are invited to attend this ecumenical 

worship service for the praise of God and 

the celebration of the black church.  The 

preacher, Bishop Claude Alexander, has 

served as the senior pastor of The Park 

Church in Charlotte, N.C., for the past 27 

years, with degrees from Morehouse Col-

lege, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and 

Gordon-Conwell Theological School. 

For information contact the Massachusetts 

Council of Churches:  

 
at council@masscouncilofchurches.org  
or 617-523-2771. 

Summertime Spiffing at CLC 
 

 

Under Cathy Gal-

lagher’s wise 

guidance, and 

with Bruch 

Schnepper’s reg-

ular lawn mow-

ing, the gardens 

and grounds at Christ Lutheran Church are 

lush and beautiful. 

Over the last couple of years, however, some 

of the interior has become a little shabby and 

less than welcoming. To remedy that, two 

days are planned this summer to paint a cou-

ple of the classrooms and to wash interior 

windows. 

Please speak with Bruce Schnepper or Pastor 

Bourret if you are willing to help out. The two 

dates are Sunday, July 14 and Sunday, July 

21, following worship. (A sign-up sheet will be 

posted, too.) All necessary supplies—and 

lunch!—will be provided. 

 

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Greater+Framingham+Community+Church+44+Franklin+Street+Framingham+MA&hl=en&t=m&z=14
mailto:council@masscouncilofchurches.org


10  

C
h

rist L
u

th
era

n
 C

a
len

d
a

r - M
o

n
th

 o
f J

U
L

Y
 2

0
1

9
 

F
o
r m

o
st u

p
-to

-d
ate calen

d
ar in

fo
rm

atio
n
 v

iew
 o

n
lin

e at:  h
ttp

://w
w

w
.ch

ristn
a
tick

.o
rg

/ca
len

d
a
r/clc/ 



11  

C
h

rist L
u

th
era

n
 C

a
len

d
a

r - M
o

n
th

 o
f A

U
G

U
S

T
  2

0
1

9
 

F
o
r m

o
st u

p
-to

-d
ate calen

d
ar in

fo
rm

atio
n
 v

iew
 o

n
lin

e at:  h
ttp

://w
w

w
.ch

ristn
a
tick

.o
rg

/ca
len

d
a
r/clc/ 



12  

When a family moves into housing it is a time of celebration for all of us in our 
network.  However, there are many details to handle to make that a smooth 
transition. 
  
We are looking to create a Moving On Committee whose goal is to support 
FPM families moving from shelter into the community by preparing for their 
move, assisting the day of move-out and making connections in their new com-
munity in the weeks that follow. 
   
If you think you'd like to share your talents in this way, please let me know.   
  
With thanks, 
Judy Mongiardo 
Network Coordinator 
508-231-4159  

 
 
 
 
Update from the Resource Commission 
 
We have reported that our budget has been in the black since March, and the good 
news is that at the end of May we are still comfortably in the black.   Our surplus was 
created in March and April thanks, in large part, to few families paying most or all of 
their pledges for the year. 
 
While we have a surplus at the beginning of summer, we encourage continued faithful 
stewardship as the church still has all of its regular bills to pay over the summer.  This 
is a good time for those who have not yet signed up for Simply Giving to do so. This 
is one way to assure that contributions are maintained during vacation season.  Please 
contact our treasurer Edie Lohr to sign up for Simply Giving. 



JULY 2019 
PRAYER VENTURES  

 
[Prayer Ventures for July 2019] 
 
1 Give praise and glory to God for the wonders of nature, the diversity and interrelatedness of creation and the intriguing mysteries of 
the universe that humble and inspire us. 
 
2 Through accompaniment, advocacy and awareness-raising, the Peace Not Walls campaign connects ELCA members to our com-
panions in the Holy Land and promotes dignity, full respect for human rights and reconciliation between Palestinians and Israelis. 
Pray that our advocacy, new relationships and work together will lead to healing and enduring peace. 
 
3 Thank God for the work and bravery of firefighters and fire crews who protect life, communities and creation, especially during the 
lengthening fire seasons in some regions of our nation. Pray for their safety and their physical and spiritual renewal, and for the care, 
support and reassurance their families need when these first responders are called away to serve. 
 
4 Independence Day As we celebrate the gift of freedom, pray for those in our communities, our nation and our world who still expe-
rience oppression, persecution or inequality. Ask for God’s forgiveness for the ways in which we deliberately or unconsciously exert 
or support control over others for our own benefit or advantage; pray that we might exercise our freedom responsibly and compas-
sionately for the well-being of all people. 
 
5 Today marks the centennial of the first documented Lutheran camp in the United States, a summer camp in Pennsylvania that in-
volved youth in healthful outdoor activities and equipped them for leadership in the church. Praise God for the rich history of our 
camps and for all the ways Lutheran outdoor ministries have grown to serve people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds, impacting 
congregational life and mission, nurturing leaders and sharing the gospel in a changing world. 
 
6 Cyclones Idai and Kenneth hit Mozambique this past spring, affecting 2 million people, killing over 750 and leaving devastation. 
Pray for the people affected, their recovery and the relief effort being conducted by Lutheran Disaster Response in partnership with 
the Lutheran World Federation, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mozambique and ACT Alliance. 
 
7 Pray that together we might respond with enthusiasm as God sends us into communities and the wider world to care for the needs of 
our neighbor and share the good news of Jesus Christ. Ask that the Spirit sustain and encourage us no matter how we are received or 
how difficult the work may be. 
 
8 Remember in prayer the work of leaders, volunteers and planning teams preparing for the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering, a meeting 
of youth and their adult leaders for learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship through which young people grow in faith 
and are challenged and inspired to live out that faith in daily life. 
 
9 Pray for our church to be determined and tireless in advocating for common-sense gun laws and actions that will help prevent gun 
violence. Pray that our communities of faith might remember those who have lost their lives to gun violence, attend to grieving fami-
lies and friends, and bring hope and healing to survivors experiencing fear, anger, anxiety, depression and other lingering symptoms 
of trauma. 
 
10 Augusta Victoria Hospital in Jerusalem is owned and operated by the Lutheran World Federation and supported by the ELCA. 
Pray for our federal government to release the funding approved for Augusta Victoria Hospital and the other members of the East 
Jerusalem Hospital Network so they can continue their lifesaving health care ministries in the Holy Land.  
 
11 Praise God, make a joyful noise, sing the glory of God’s name and “say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds!’ ” 
 
12 Remember in prayer the work of the Rev. Janelle Neubauer, YAGM country coordinator, and the seven young people serving in 
the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program with the Lutheran Church of Rwanda in the areas of parish ministry, vocational 
training for youth, women’s ministry, education and community organizing. 
 
13 Pray that the Spirit will guide us — especially the “family of faith” — in how best to support, encourage and care for one another, 
that we will be faithful servants and witnesses in the world and “not grow weary in doing what is right.” 
 
14 Ask the Holy Spirit to help us understand the meaning and relevance of Jesus’ parables. Pray that we hear and put into action Je-
sus’ urging for us to care for our neighbor, especially those who suffer in poverty, hunger and illness, and strangers who are unfamil-
iar or different from us. 
 
15 Remember in prayer our newly elected synod bishops, that they will be inspired, equipped and sustained in faith and wisdom for 
serving the church and its leaders in an ever-changing world. 
 



16 Amid the temptations, distractions and pressures of daily life, ask God to teach us the ways, paths and truths that are pleasing to 
God, and to guide us to be mindful of our neighbor’s well-being and wholeness. 
 
17 Pray for neighboring congregations and churches, that we, united in the one body of Christ, will strengthen and encourage one 
another for growing the church and, with the help of the Spirit, cultivate love, mercy, justice, hope and peace in the world. 
 
18 Remember in prayer the six young people working alongside our companions in Cambodia as part of the ELCA Young Adults in 
Global Mission program. Remember also Stephanie Olson, YAGM country coordinator, and the Rev. Phillip Baker, ELCA regional 
representative for Cambodia, as they work with our global companions to grow the emerging Lutheran Church in Cambodia and 
prepare pastors, economic development, health care and disaster response. 
 
19 Give thanks for leaders, teachers and other brothers and sisters in Christ who help us better understand God’s will, guide us in 
studying Scripture, strengthen our faith and wisdom, and encourage us to bear joyful witness to God’s love and mercy. 
 
20 Pray for empathy, compassion and wisdom in our conversations and actions addressing gun violence, recognizing that no act of 
violence occurs in a vacuum and that a variety of social factors and human contexts — including mental illness, poverty, substance 
abuse, hatred and despair — influence the committing of violent acts. 
 
21 Amid daily busyness and work, pause to pray and recall all that God has done and is doing for the sake of all humanity, and listen 
for what God is asking us to be and do in the world. 
 
22 Mary Magdalene, Apostle Pray that we might emulate Mary Magdalene, a disciple of Jesus who witnessed the empty tomb and 
followed an angel’s instructions to go and tell others of Jesus’ resurrection. Ask God to stir our faith, courage and willingness to 
share the life-changing news of a risen Christ with everyone we encounter. 
 
23 Ask the Spirit to revitalize, embolden and guide synods, their congregations and their leaders as they live into and implement de-
cisions and actions resulting from their synod assemblies. 
 
24 God can do amazing and miraculous things, such as fulfilling a promise to Abraham and Sarah that they would bear a child in 
their old age. Praise God’s creative, boundless power and ask that we might be alert and open to how God stretches our faith, imagi-
nation and understanding of what’s possible.  
 
25 Give thanks for the work of ELCA Racial Justice Ministries in proclaiming our belief that Christ’s church is for all people, and 
for helping the church confront racism, exclusion and violence and move toward fairness and justice in the church and society. 
 
26 Remember in prayer the 10 young people working alongside our companions in Mexico as part of the ELCA Young Adults in 
Global Mission program. Remember also the Rev. Meghan Brown Saavedra, YAGM country coordinator, and the Rev. David and 
Alicia Brondos, ELCA missionaries teaching at the Seminario Luterano Augsburgo in Mexico City. 
 
27 Pray for those involved in planning and preparing the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee, and for congregations, 
synods, voting members and leaders who will share their faith, wisdom, concerns and recommendations for strengthening and fur-
thering our participation in God’s reconciling work in the world. 
 
28 Give thanks that God is attentive and responsive to us. Pray that we will never be timid about bringing to God our every matter, 
need, hope, question, sorrow and joy.  
 
29 Pray that we will be moved by God’s love and impartiality to extend hospitality and acceptance to our neighbor, especially those 
who are in need, are strangers to us or are disregarded by society. 
 
30 Give thanks for the fullness of life we have in Christ through faith, and that the light and truth of the gospel and God’s grace 
dwelling within us will transform us so we can convey hope to the world and love and serve our neighbor. 
 
31 United Nations World Day Against Trafficking in Persons Human trafficking for forced labor and sexual exploitation is a global 
issue affecting every nation. Women and girls account for almost three-quarters of all trafficking victims. Pray that the ELCA, our 
congregations and communities continue to work to end human trafficking, care for survivors and address root causes of trafficking, 
such as poverty, hunger and sexism. 
 
August Prayer Ventures were not available at the time of publication. To find them, go to: https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-
Ventures  

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
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ASSISTING LIST FOR  JULY/AUGUST  2019 



    Upcoming Events 
 

 

July 14  Painting & Window Washing 

July 21  Painting & Window Washing 

July 28  Bach Sunday 

August 12  Book Group 

August 19  Financial Planning 101 Workshop 

September 7 Natick Days 

September 20 May We Forever Stand: Commemoration of 400 Years of Black 

   Resiliency 

 
  

The September Reporter deadline is AUGUST 20, 2018 

Christ Lutheran Church 
113 Union Street 
Natick, MA 01760 
(508) 315-3170 
office@christnatick.org 
www.christnatick.org 


