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GOD’S WORK - OUR HANDS

Inter-generational efforts to
craft hand-made quilts for
immigrant children who
stay at Iglesia Luterano Cristo Ray in El Paso, TX are
ongoing.
Fundraising for the purchase of a mini-bus for Cristo Rey continues as we
await their availability for
auction.

Pastor’s Page

Two Saturdays ago, Joyce Simon and I participated in a “Guardian Angels” training workshop offered by
AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities)
ministry. Rolf Larson had attended an earlier training. The role of Guardian Angels is simple: to live out the
first “A” of AAMPARO—accompaniment—by being the physical presence of the church with migrant children
and their families when they appear in court.
Rolf has already gone to Boston’s Immigration Court, and was struck by the compassion of Judge Robin Feder, who hears the cases there, asking the children about things that concern children, such as school. What
follows is excerpted from the report of two other Guardian Angels (who were also members of the May border immersion), included with their permission. From Steve:
Lindsay and I visited Judge Feder’s courtroom this morning. Taking a leaf from Doreen’s notebook, I decided to just start talking and engaging with everyone in the waiting areas. Since everyone not talking
with their lawyer was just quietly waiting, it was easy to get peoples’ attention. Having the pro bono lawyer list was an entrée into introducing myself and then entering into conversations. As soon as people
heard that I/we were there to help and had such a list, they were fine, if not happy, to talk. More than
one family thanked me for reaching out, and there were several smiles as well. When mentioning the list
of welcoming churches, one person asked for information, and a couple commented that their churches
were very supportive of them.
I can’t help but mentioning being moved by [Lindsay’s] gumption in standing up and saying to everyone
present that she’d like to offer a prayer for them on this important day. Immediately, everyone present
stood to their feet and readied for prayer. By this point, we had made friends with a Guatemalan woman
who was there with her two teens, and she helped Lindsay with pronunciations for a word or two, which
was also neat because she was providing leadership alongside us. It felt very special to be all praying together and being together, if only for a moment, of offering ourselves to God. Both of us also handed out
individual prayer cards to some persons.
From Lindsay:
First, I was touched by the Guatemalan woman's help and support of us, even as we were there to try
to support those in court proceedings. I was nervous about being there for the first time and not
knowing the lay of the land, and her offer of open conversation, explanation of how things have gone
during their previous visits to court, and Spanish help lowered the barrier of entry to having conversations with others in the room and feeling comfortable offering resources and support. I often think
about different places where I meet God, and yesterday I was lucky to meet God through this woman
's kindness and openness.
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The second moment that stood out to me happened at the very end of our time there as we left the
court room. Some new people had arrived in the waiting area since we had entered the court room,
and as we were leaving, Steve decided to check if the new folks in the room also had representation.
One young couple with a small child looked particularly distressed and got our attention. They did not
speak English, but the father anxiously took out a beat-up document that seemed to be the call to
appear in court for their small child. He pointed at the paper and then at their child, and they looked
at us hoping we could do something. The Guatemalan woman joined us to help translate. Steve figured out which law firm was closest to where they live, and he marked it on the page of legal resources that we then gave to them. Although we couldn't help in any kind of immediate or direct
way, hopefully at least providing them that page lightened their load in a small way.
Christ Lutheran Church became an AMMPARO “Welcoming Congregation” several months ago, pledging an
intentionality around being the face of the Church—of Christ himself—with regard to migrant minors and
their families. I am grateful beyond words for the responsiveness of this congregation when asked to support the visit of Pastora Rose Mary and her family in August, and to purchase a minibus for her ministry in El
Paso. Now CLC youth are undertaking to make child-sized quilts for the migrant children who pass through
Cristo Rey with nothing to call their own.
Are we called to expand on this response? These are the commitments out of which our church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, established the AMMPARO program:
•

Uphold and guarantee basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families;

• Address the root causes of migration in countries from Central America’s Northern Triangle and Mexico
and the treatment of migrants in transit;
•

Work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants in and outside the U.S.; and

•

Engage as a church body with all of its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the migration
situation and its causes and to advocate for migrant children and their families.

If you would like to learn more about the Guardian Angels program, click here: https://
Vimeo.com/157458987

If you would like to learn more about how you might advocate for justice for the alien in our land, click here:
www.elca.org/Advocacy
If you have ideas about how CLC can grow in our accompaniment of migrant minors and their families, click
here: speak with me!
Peace.

Pr. Rebecca Bourret
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Adult Forum for October:
On October 6, we’ll conclude our discussion of reading scripture
through a Lutheran lens. In the ensuing weeks, we’ll put that understanding to the test, examining some of the harder biblical
texts—those that are, largely at least, omitted from the three-year
lectionary.
October 13

Joshua 2

October 20

Genesis 38

October 27

Judges 19, [20-21]

My family and I are so appreciative of those that were involved in Lisa Kane’s service, and all the support and care that was provided by so many at Christ Lutheran for Lisa’s funeral and reception.
Christ Lutheran Church was very important during Lisa’s childhood, from Baptism to Sunday School to
Confirmation. She even went to music camp at Calumet. Later, the Niemann Pick Disease prevented attendance although she still recognized pictures of people and church
activities. It is just an example of the possibilities of the long-term impressions we can
leave on those that we meet along life’s journey.
Thank you to everyone,
Susan Kane

From Family Promise… “ Please extend my appreciation to all at Christ Lutheran for your generous
support today and over the year. We are truly grateful!”. Sue Crossley, Executive Director

Do you have a friend or family member who would enjoy receiving
an inspirational card from our church?
Please give Janice Laakko the information, and she will ensure that a card or cards
are sent to your friend or loved one.
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MUSIC NOTES
Musical style in Lutheran worship has often been a point of tension and discussion in congregations,
sometimes dividing parishes into “traditional” and “contemporary” camps. When I was growing up in a
large Lutheran church in the Washington, DC suburbs, we sang the same liturgical setting every week at
all three Sunday services, with little discussion! (Fortunately, Setting II from the 1958 Service Book and
Hymnal was a truly transcendent musical setting.) At Christ Lutheran we enjoy a variety of relatively
traditional musical settings of the liturgy from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship on most Sundays. But
we also appreciate incorporating freer musical styles regularly during the year: African, Hispanic, Jazz,
Gospel, Bluegrass and some “popular” as well. All of these traditions are classic: that is, they have
qualities that transcend current popularity.
What a variety of music we have planned for September, October and November worship: SeptemberFest featured the bluegrass sounds from “Of the Land and Seasons.” On September 29, Nick Page led a
gospel style service including “Fill me up” and “Sweet Honey in the rock.” For Reformation Sunday, October 27, we’ll have samples of music from all of the CLC ensembles: CLC Choir, Bell Choir, World Band,
Land and Seasons Band. For the Evening Prayer Service on Sunday, November 3 we’ll feature music
from Latin America and South America, including some steel drumming.
This musical buffet depends on an impressive core of music, old and new: hymns, choral music, instrumental music, quality musical instruments and training. Our particular success in offering this variety
depends on the rich backgrounds and talents of our CLC members and friends and the support of our
congregation…For which we can all give thanks and praise to God!
Tom Berryman
Music Director

Nick Page, along with the CLC Choir leads the congregation in song,
9/29. At right , soloists Gail Weston Roberts, soprano, and Kim
Peto, alto.
~~ Photos courtesy of Ruth Colson
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October 6 is Pledge Sunday at CLC!
Yes, we’re doing things a little bit earlier this year. The Stewardship
Committee (Russell Pollard, Celeste Larson, George Hall, Jeff Kinney,
chair, and Pr. Bourret, ex officio) hopes that you have had an opportunity to share food and fellowship, as well as dreams and longings for this
congregation and our shared ministry, at one of the several cottage
meetings held around the parish in September.
On October 6 we get to respond in two ways: by offering the gifts of our
time, talents, and energies, pledging to contribute to one or more areas
of ministry, and by pledging a portion of our financial resources to this
work.

As each of us considers our response, we are asked to challenge ourselves to stretch—to grow—and to
remember how good that feels! Is there an area where you might give of yourself? Be brave! Can you
take a step up in your financial contribution to our shared work? For many, tithing (giving ten percent) is
not so much a biblical imperative as a spiritual discipline. Do consider growing toward a tithe.

On October 25th, Family Promise Metrowest and other Family Promise Affiliates across the country
will be joining forces for the first Family Promise Giving Day. In the United States, 1 in 19 children experiences homelessness before reaching age 6. These children live in communities across the country, where their neighbors are unaware that family homelessness is happening in their backyard.
The impact of homelessness for children extends far beyond a lack of housing. They are 8-9 times
more likely to repeat a grade, 3 times more likely to be placed in special education programs, and 7
times more likely to commit suicide. This October 25th, we are calling on you to join our team as we
work to make this crisis more visible in our communities.
HOW CAN YOU JOIN US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST FAMILY HOMELESSNESS?
1. Pledge to give on Family Promise Giving Day, October 25. Your donation will go toward changing
the future for 1 Million children by 2030.
2. Take the Power of 20 Challenge by donating $20 and asking 19 of your friends to do the same in order to raise $400 together -- enough to subsidize the rent for a family in our transitional living program for a month!
3. Share your voice on October 25th by posting and sharing information on your social media accounts
about Family Promise Giving Day to inspire others to help us in this campaign. To donate on October
25, please visit: https://www.fpgives.org/organizations/family-promise-metrowest.
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CLC@ the Movies - Sunday, Oct. 20., 4 p.m.

Eighth Grade
Shy and awkward, thirteen-year-old Kayla struggles with the pressures of
suburban adolescence in this coming-of-age film that chronicles the last
five days of her eighth-grade year. Other teens who viewed the film said
that despite its R rating it portrays a realistic view of their own experiences.
A film for teens and their parents.
The potluck that follows will feature memorable cafeteria food that you enjoyed back in the day. No food, no
problem! Join us anyway for the afternoon movie.
.

Immigration Crisis: Lives at Risk at our Southern Border. What can you do?
Please join us on Wednesday, October 16 for a conversation with people on the front lines,
helping those seeking a better life to safely immigrate to our country. This event, being held
at the Courtyard Marriot at 275 Tremont St, Boston, is free and open to the public. Please
register at http//bit.ly/immigrationcrisis2019 or call (857) 990– 3670. Sponsored by A Faith
that Does Justice, www.faith-justice.org.

CLC Book Group Hosts Environmental Group for
October 16 Discussion
Members of a local sustainability book group are
joining with members of CLC this month to read
Paul Greenberg’s acclaimed book Four Fish, recommended by Pastor Bourret. Overfishing has decimated wild fish stock and farmed fish bring with
them issues of pollution and contamination. What
is our response?
Greenberg, himself a life-long fisherman, looks at
the four fish that currently appear on our tables:
tuna, salmon, bass, and cod, examining the domestication and preservation efforts currently aimed at
sustaining them. Reviewers have found the book
to be “balanced, pragmatic, and realistic.” The
writing inspires readers to become stewards of
aquatic wildlife.
Join your Natick and Metrowest neighbors for a
lively discussion of this last frontier of “wild food”.
Wednesday evening, October 16, 7:00 p.m. (note
the earlier starting time)
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ASSISTING LIST FOR OCTOBER 2019
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Christ Lutheran Calendar - Month of OCTOBER 2019

For most up-to-date calendar information view online at: http://www.christnatick.org/calendar/clc/

OCTOBER 2019
PRAYER VENTURES

1 Give thanks for ELCA Disability Ministries and its work of connecting and assisting congregations, ministries and members to invite
all people into full participation in this church and in the world. Pray that the Spirit will enrich and further the work and advocacy of
intellectual and developmental disabilities ministries, mental illness ministries, deaf ministries, and blindness and visual impairment
ministries.
2 Give thanks for the reelection of Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton and pray that the Holy Spirit will strengthen her faith and will
grant her wisdom, compassion and vision for the ministry of leadership to which she has been called.
3 Pray for our congregations that serve neighbors in need through food and clothing pantries, community meals, homeless shelters,
community gardens, employment assistance and partnerships with local churches and organizations.
4 St. Francis of Assisi, 1181-1226 Pray that our faith and lives may exemplify Francis’ simplicity, service, respect for others and care
for creation and all creatures.
5 Remember in prayer the Rev. Elizabeth Johnson, the Rev. Brian Palmer, the Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo, Elie Sanda, Arnie and
Willibroad Langdji, and James and Lorreva Foster — ELCA missionaries serving in partnership with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Cameroon, the Lutheran Church in Liberia and the Lutheran World Federation in health care, development, women’s and youth
ministries, Bible translation and literacy, and primary, secondary and theological education.
6 Pray that, as people of faith and disciples of Christ, we may demonstrate through our words, actions and service a spirit of humility that expects no reward, recognition or repayment.
7 Praise God for the Evangelical Lutheran Education Association and the Christian Education Network of the ELCA, organizations
that support, advocate for and equip Lutheran schools, educators, professionals and volunteers involved in faith formation ministries through our congregations and partner organizations.
8 Pray for the people of Puerto Rico, that their hope will be renewed and sustained; that they will have good, just governance and
smooth transitions between political leaders; and that they will experience progress in their economic recovery and their long-term
recovery from Hurricane Maria. Ask God to bless the ministry, service and witness of the Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en América
Sinodo del Caribe (Caribbean Synod), its leaders and its congregations.
9 Consider how our faith in Jesus Christ, God’s grace, the word of God, the witness of other people of faith and the calling we have
through our baptism has influenced and changed us — and give thanks!
10 Thank God for the ways our church engages its members and leaders in discernment, biblical study and reflection, prayerful decisions and commitments, and teachings that help us grow in understanding of how our faith intersects with daily life and society.
Pray that the recently approved social statement Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action will guide and inspire us to act on a
range of issues, including gender-based violence, workplace discrimination and economic inequality.
11 We are a church that believes the God-given gifts of science and technology should be used to respect and promote communities, life and human dignity. Pray that the Spirit will guide us in conversations about how faith and science intersect and that we will
be mindful of the impact of technology — intended and unintended — on humanity and creation.
12 Ask for God’s help to resist the temptations of envy and greed that draw us away from trusting God and committing our lives and
endeavors to God.
13 Just as the one leper returned to thank and praise Jesus for healing him, we pray that we, too, will be eager to thank, praise and
worship God for God’s miraculous, awesome love and healing presence in our lives.
14 Remember in prayer our ELCA missionaries working in education, evangelism, parish ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership
development with our companions in Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Poland, Norway and the United Kingdom.
15 St. Teresa of Ávila, 1515-1582 St. Theresa was known for her life of contemplation and prayer, her theological reflection and
writing, and her strong identification with people suffering poverty and illness. Remember the people who have helped shape our
faith, values and life, and pray that, through the work of the Spirit, our faith, example and service will have a positive influence on
our neighbors, the church, society and the world.

16 Pray for the members who serve on their congregation councils, that God will help them lead with wisdom, vision and
compassion as they guide and manage their communities of faith for mission.
17 Remember God’s just and merciful works throughout history, the help and compassion we receive, the gifts and resources that sustain our lives, and the new covenant made with us in Jesus Christ.
18 Pray for the countries of Central America, especially for children and youth who are traumatized by violence and have
fled to other countries; for an end to gang violence and drug trafficking; for a more just distribution of wealth; and for
Christians and communities of faith to have courage and persistence in living out the gospel.
19 Pray that we will seek ways of supporting and affirming youth and family ministers in their work of faith formation,
equipping young people with life skills, engaging young people in service, supporting parents and inspiring and encouraging new leaders.
20 Pray that the Spirit will make us persistent and fearless in our prayers, especially on behalf of people who long for justice, mercy, peace and relief from suffering.
21 Look around and listen to the people you have encountered today. Remember in your prayers their joys, struggles,
questions and sorrows.
22 Pray for the Lutheran World Federation’s global study of contemporary Lutheran identities as they are lived in the local
contexts of Lutheran churches, and for the leaders now gathering for “We Believe in the Holy Spirit: Global Perspectives
on Lutheran Identity,” a global consultation hosted by the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia.
23 Pray that we will be bold witnesses, evangelists and teachers inspired, equipped and sent by the Spirit and our sisters
and brothers in Christ to proclaim the gospel and to counsel, encourage and help people to discern truth from falsehood.
24 Give thanks for the ELCA’s long-standing commitment to interreligious and ecumenical relations that promote understanding among Christians and greater unity among Christ’s people.
25 With humility and gratitude, give thanks to God, the creator of all that exists, for being our sure and trustworthy help
throughout life.
26 Give thanks for musicians, composers and writers who share their gifts and skills to help us give expression to our faith
and worship and to praise God together through hymns, music, songs and liturgies.
27 Reformation Sunday Praise God! Give thanks that Jesus — the light and truth given for the world — sets us free from
sin and the bondage of death, and transforms us for lives of love, mercy, peacemaking, serving our neighbor and sharing
the good news with everyone.
28 Pray that our church’s relationships with the Lutheran World Federation, the World Council of Churches and the National Council of the Churches of Christ will continue to grow, and that we will share resources and utilize people’s diverse
voices and gifts to do God’s work in the world and serve our neighbor.
29 Give thanks for the message of the apostle Paul — which had a profound impact on Martin Luther and the foundational
beliefs of our church — that we are all flawed and broken human beings yet are reconciled to God by God’s gift of mercy
and love in Jesus Christ.
30 Pray for the witness of the nine young people serving alongside the Lutheran Church of Australia as part of the ELCA
Young Adults in Global Mission program; the Rev. Kim Crawford and Rev. Henry Martinez, YAGM country coordinators;
and the Rev. Sara Bishop, ELCA missionary serving in parish ministry.
31 Reformation Day Remember the reforming work and teachings of Martin Luther, who sought to re-center the church,
its theology and its practices in Scripture and the gospel. Pray that the church today will always discern how best to participate in God’s work in the world, to share the gospel in changing contexts and to reform our church, its practices and its
traditions in response to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit for the sake of mission.
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Upcoming Events
October
October
October
October

6
16
20
27

Pledge Sunday
Sustainability Book Group, 7 pm
CLC@ th Movies, 4 pm
Reformation Sunday/ Chair Blessing
Wonder and Wisdom, 5pm

The October Reporter deadline October 20, 2019
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